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Development of Visual Thinking Strategies
“Since no beginner does what an expert does, the only way to get to a more advanced level seems to lie on building upon what the beginner does naturally. These beginner mental frames will last until at a certain point for some; they are replaced with another frame for building understanding” (Housen, 1997, p5.)
The natural learning approach is a language – teaching technique that was put forward by Stephen Krashen and Tracy Terrell. Its major focus was to enable language acquisition through a natural manner especially in a classroom setup. This approach also seeks to emphasize on communication and also strengthen areas of study that are assumed to be of less importance to the learner (Terrell, 1977). These areas viewed as of less importance include use of conscious grammar and the rectification of student errors. The approach also seeks to put more effort in making sure that the learning environment is stress free for the learner. In this approach, language output is not given much consideration but the learner is given time to attend several language-input sessions which will enable them grasping the language through continuous learning. The natural approach is closely associated with the Monitor Model and can closely be assumed to be an application of the theory to learning a language. This perception does not really dictate the perception on natural approach as there are some differences especially where the inventors of this approach, Terrell, have a different view that some degree of grasp on grammar can be beneficial to the learner. 
The direct approach on the other hand is a teacher-directed teaching method that involves the teacher giving explicit and guiding instructions to the learners. This signifies that the teacher has to lecture the learners in a classroom setup (CELCE‐MURCIA, Dörnyei, & Thurrell, 1997). This direct approach method is essentially important to the learner as it suits the skill being taught to them and enables their easier grasp of ideas being taught. The direct teaching approach ranges from scenarios such as video demonstrations of concepts, presentations, written lectures, and module or unit introductions. 
In the above excerpt from Housen’s article on “Eye of the Beholder: Research, Theory and Practice”, the author has displayed an important approach that may prove to be effective in delivering excellence especially in the grasping of a language by the learners. The author suggests that since a beginner may not bear the kind of knowledge those experts bear, the path for advancement by the beginner is building on the little knowledge that he learner has. In connection to language learning, this suggestion is relatable to the natural learning approach. This relationship to the natural approach technique come into play since the learning is majorly based on what the learner already knows and building on it through  instances of learning and practice. The author’s view is also relatable to the direct approach method whereby a beginner will have to be exposed into a classroom type of learning before an instructor so as to be able to gain some knowledge of then language being taught. 
[image: ]In a scenario where the instructor uses the image in figure 1 to make an illustration before their class, the learners will be involved directly in the discussion and thereby this method will be a great move towards improving their ability to describe, analyze and interpret images and any other information through observation and discussion of visual art pieces.  This inquiry based teaching also helps the teacher in instilling visual thinking into the learners. During the discussion, the instructor will ask the students to share information about what is happening in the image, what evidence supports your claim, and what other information can be derived from the image? Through this, the oral language development of the English Language Learners (ELL’s) thus, improving their cognitive development as well. 
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